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Abstract:

Tarama Island is located between Miyako Island and Ishigaki Island, and is a flat island
with an area of about 20 k. As it has a subtropical oceanic climate, it is heavily
affected by winter seasonal winds and summer typhoons. For this reason, since the Ryukyu
Kingdom era, forest belts(Hougo, embraced protection) based on Feng Shui have been
planted to protect the island’ s livelihood and farmland. As a result of investigating
the vegetation of these forest belts, the following became clear.

1. 51 species of plants from 32 families were identified in the entire survey area.

2. The dominant species in the tree layer of the survey area was Garcinia subelliptica,
with other species such as Calophyllum inophyllum, Podocarpus macrophyllus, Morus
australis, Flagellaria indica, Bischofia javanica, and Terminalia catappa

3. The height of the tree layer was around 13m, and the vegetation coverage was 95%.

4. The vegetation coverage of the sub-tall tree layer, shrub layer, and herbaceous
layer was extremely low.

5. There were many young Garcinia subelliptica trees in the herbaceous layer of each
survey area, and natural regeneration of Garcinia subelliptica trees as successor
trees in the forest was observed over a wide area.

6. Based on the variation in diameter at breast height of the Garcinia subelliptica
trees in the forest belt, it is believed that the cycle of death, planting, and
natural regeneration has been repeated since the construction of the village

Hougo (Forest Embraced Protection , 1742).
Key words: Hougo (#83#), Feng Shui (J/K), tarama Island (% E/E)
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