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Abstract. Three species of decapod crustaceans were recorded from Kabaru-ga Cave on Tarama Island in

the Ryukyu Islands, Japan: Halocaridina trigonophthalma (Fujino & Shokita, 1975) (Atyidae), Birgus latro

(Linnaeus, 1767) (Coenobitidae), and Tuerkayana hirtipes (Dana, 1851) (Gecarcinidae). The cave contains

a variety of speleothems, such as stalagmites, rimstone dams, and soda straws. It also has an anchialine

subterranean water system that provides an important habitat for endangered decapod species. Effective and

urgent conservation measures are strongly needed to protect this vulnerable cave ecosystem in the near

future.
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